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What Does Family Centered 

Contact Tracing Do? 
Ç Identifies recently exposed and infected children 

1) Opportunity to prevent establishment of infection 

2) Prevent infection from progressing to disease 

3) Detect early disease ï easier to treat & cure 

4) Prevent dissemination, hospitalization 

 

Ç Only opportunity to determine drug susceptibility for: 

1) 50% to 70% of children with disease 

2) 100% of children with infection 

 

 



Some Results from Contact 

Tracing Studies 
Jaganath et al. Clin Infect Dis 2013 epub 

 

Â Study of 761 childhood household contacts of TB cases in 

Uganda 

Â ~ half of the contacts were children < 5 years of age 

Â Patients followed for 2 years 

Â 10% prevalence of TB disease among the children [71% were 

culture positive] ï 16,400 per 100,000!!! 

Â No cases of disseminated disease [? Effect of early intervention] 

Â 483/490 [99%] children started on INH did not develop disease 

Â 2 TB cases while on IPT, one case after completion 

Â BCG was protective, esp. among children < 5 years of age 

Â Characteristics of index case not a/w disease in contacts 

 

 



Some Results from Contact 

Tracing Studies 
Triasih et al. J Trop Med 2012 DOI:10.1055/2012/301808 











Shah et al. Yield of contact investigations in 

households of DR-TB patients: systematic review 

and meta-analysis. CID 2013 epub ahead of print 
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  ASSOCIATE INVESTIGATION 

[ñReverse Contact Tracingò]  

  

Identification and evaluation of close contacts of 

children and adolescents with LTBI or TB disease 

Å can be considered a form of targeted testing 

Å Index Case                        Source Case 

Å yield of finding cases of tuberculosis may be low 

Å yield of finding LTBI is 30% to 40% in the U.S. 

Å effective only if index child with LTBI was tested 

because of risk 

 

 




