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The more things 
change, the more 
they remain the 

same! 



Joint meeting of the British Paediatric Association and the 
Tuberculosis Association in 1944 reported in: Gaisford WF. 
Primary tuberculosis in childhood. Br Med J 1946; 1: 84 - 86 

  òéin spite of the friendly spirit 
evident, it was clear that each party 
viewed the problem in an entirely 
different light. The Tuberculosis 
Association members quoted figures 
from their official returns, both of 
morbidity and mortality, which were 
at total variance with the experience 
of the paediatricians.ó 



Joint meeting of the British Paediatric Association 
and the Tuberculosis Association 1944 reported in: 
Gaisford WF. Primary tuberculosis in childhood. Br 

Med J 1946; 1: 84 - 86  

  

 In the main their conclusion was that 
òchildhood tuberculosis is not of 
great importance to the public health 
services,ó and their plea was for the 
paediatricians  to preserve a sense of 
proportion !ó 

òGet real!ó 



Joint meeting of the British Paediatric Association and the 
Tuberculosis Association 1944 reported in: Gaisford WF. 

Primary tuberculosis in childhood. Br Med J 1946; 1: 84 - 86  

  The paediatricians responded:  
ò Although the majority (of children) 

pass through their primary infection 
and are none the worse for itéó none 
the lessé. 

  òMany cases are seen in childrenõs 
hospitals of TBM, bone and joint TB 
and other manifestationsé..  

   



Joint meeting of the British Paediatric Association and the 
Tuberculosis Association 1944 reported in: Gaisford WF. 

Primary tuberculosis in childhood. Br Med J 1946; 1: 84 - 86  

Many cases are 
missedénotification is 
either intentionally or 

inadvertently overlooked éó 
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ÅòTo put tuberculosis in the proper 
perspective we need to know the 
number and the age distribution of 
new cases of tuberculosis which 
develop in a community each year, as 
well as the number and age 
distribution of patients who die from 
tuberculosis each year.ó 



What are the alternatives to 
quantify or document the 
burden of TB in children?  

 

ÅAnnual Risk of Infection 
(ARI).  

ÅInclusion of children in 
prevalence surveys in addition 
to determination of ARI.  

ÅòNotificationó as at present. 



What are the alternatives to 
quantify or document the 
burden of TB in children?  

 

ÅDocument all prescriptions of TB 
chemotherapy for children.  

ÅNotification, documentation of 
hospitalised children.  

ÅNotification/documentation of 
TBM and miliary TB osteo -
articular TB.  



Key aspects of the 
epidemiolgy of TB  

 ÅTransmission  

ÅPrevalence 

ÅIncidence  

ÅMortality  

ÅAnnual risk of infection  



Purposes  of quantification 
notification/documentation  

ÅBudgeting/planningéstaff, drugs, 
facilities.  

ÅPrevent further spread of 
infection.  

ÅEnsure adequate treatment.  

ÅEvaluate those in contact with 
infectious cases.  

ÅProphylactic treatment.  



Gedde- Dahl T. Tuberculous  infection in the light of 
tuberculin matriculation. Am J Hyg 1952; 56: 139 - 214  

 What are we talking about when we 
speak of childhood tuberculosis?  

òTuberculous disease éa 
biologically active process 
which has reached a state 
demonstrable either clinically  
or radiologically or by both 
meansó 



ÅThe epidemiology of tuberculosis in 
different situations will necessarily 
influence our perspective of 
childhood tuberculosis.  
ÅThe importance  of childhood 

tuberculosis will be coloured by our 
viewpoint.  
ÅDeveloped vs Developing communities  
ÅTB control vs Clinical health 

services.  
 
 



 
 
 

The TB disease that will be 
notified and treated in a 

developing country will 
differ significantly from 

that in a developed country.  
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